
 
 

 

2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.  

 

Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online. 

Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each 

question or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words. 

 

To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th. 

 

Candidate Name:  Sean Roche 

Candidate for:  City Councilor-at-large, Ward 6 

 

 

1.​ What are the major challenges facing Newton? 

Economic sustainability. Costs are growing faster than tax revenues. We face potential losses 
of state and federal funding. There is limited hope for new commercial office space generating 
property-tax revenue. 
 
Housing. We do not have enough housing options to meet demand, which is causing housing 
costs to rise and denying young people, young families, unconventional households, and 
seniors to move to or stay in Newton. The cost of housing is increasing income inequality in 
our city. 
 
Federal authorities potentially violating civil rights in our city. 
 
The threats to key industries in Greater Boston – like education and health care. Our fortunes 
are tied very closely of the region. 
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2.​ What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?  

Affordable housing for folks at all stages of life and across the economic spectrum. (Affordable: 
FHA definition of no more than 30% of gross income spent on housing-related costs.) 
 
Plentiful and easily accessed open and recreational spaces, including woods, parks, 
playgrounds, playing fields, and courts. 
 
Bustling, walkable commercial districts (including but not limited to village centers), with a 
variety of retail and restaurant choices. 
 
Safe and attractive options to car-travel to schools, commercial districts/village centers, parks, 
playgrounds,  and open spaces.  
 
Thriving public schools that are also integrated into the community. 
 
A wide variety of cultural and educational options, including a resource-rich public library. 
 

3.​ What specific steps should the City Council take to:​ ​  

a.​ make Newton more environmentally sustainable?  

●​ Enable/encourage more housing in commercial districts/village centers, by allowing more 

building types by right 

●​ Get BERDO up-and-running for businesses and then extend to residential 

●​ Charge more for outdoor water than indoor water (for homes with separate meters) 

●​ Discourage driving to school – car-free zones, free bus passes, &c. 

●​ Encourage and install more solar panels, including public/private partnerships to put solar panels 

on the top of all structured parking in the city 

●​ Require EV-charging readiness on all new construction or major renovation 

●​ Have an explicit climate-impact assessment on any City Council decision 

●​ Follow the city’s Climate Action Plan 
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b.​ ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton? 

We have to be very clear-eyed about potential sources of tax revenue. Commercial office space is not 

going to be a significant driver of new revenue for the city, probably for a generation. New housing can be 

a very efficient source of tax revenue, as most city services become more efficient at scale.  

 

We have to be very clear-eyed that there are a variety of reasons why city costs will exceed inflation, 

reasons that are outside city control. We will have to have overrides; we should plan to have smaller, 

more frequent overrides, like some neighboring municipalities do. 

 

c.​ increase housing affordability in Newton? 

 

More housing and more housing choices. We need to make it legal to build – without special permits – a 

wider variety of housing types – triplexes, fourplexes, small apartment buildings – in more places, 

particularly in and around commercial districts/village centers. We need to give developers alternatives to 

building huge single- or two-family homes. We need to continue to identify appropriate places for more 

large-scaled housing development and streamline the permitting process for those opportunities. 

 

d.​ support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton? 

 

To support existing and attract new businesses, we need to increase foot traffic, which is best 

accomplished, as we see in Newtonville, by adding housing nearby. We also need to help small businesses 

with the challenges of parking for their employees. 

 

To make it easier and cheaper to get a business up-and-running, we really need a practical playbook for 

navigating the permitting process.  

 

The best way to support and attract businesses is to make Newton a vibrant city that people want to live 

in and visit. 

4.​ Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know. 
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By key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city, above, I listed the inputs, not the outputs. If we successfully 

take steps to create a vibrant, welcoming city, we’ll create a much more diverse Newton, which in turn 

makes Newton more vibrant and welcoming. 
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