
 
 

 

2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.  

 

Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online. 

Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each 

question or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words. 

 

To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th. 
 
Candidate Name:  Andrea Kelley 

Candidate for:  City Councilor, At-Large 

 

1.     What are the major challenges facing Newton? 

●​ Polarization, contentiousness, anger, lack of trust in local government 
●​ Economic success of local business, often smaller and independent 
●​ Lack of housing affordable at less than luxury level 

2.     What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?  

●​ Village centers and other areas that host mixed use, walkable neighborhoods 
●​ Commercial, office, housing, recreation, arts and culture intermingled in proximity 
●​ An attitude of welcoming 
●​ Various methods of transportation and employment options available 
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3.     What specific steps should the City Council take to:                  

a.     make Newton more environmentally sustainable?  

●​ Continue to support Newton’s Climate Action Plan 
●​ Maintain the position of Climate and Sustainability Coordinator  
●​ Increase Collaboration with other relevant groups like Green Newton, Mothers Out Front, 

Newton Conservators, Newton League of Women Voters 

b.     ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton? 

●​ Start to plan for an override 
●​ Establish a relationship with the new Mayor and whoever will be his CFO  

c.     increase housing affordability in Newton? 

●​ More higher density housing near village centers and transportation 
●​ Make Special Permits for multi units an easier and less expensive process 

d.     support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton? 

●​ Make administrative processes clearer, shorter, easier 
●​ Coordinate with the Chamber and the Economic Development Commission 
●​ Increase staff for the Economic Development Director 

4.     Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know. 

Multi organizational coordination would really help move this all forward, vs. the silos we 
have currently with  City departments working on their own, City Council committees, and 
many committed groups and individuals will accomplish more if they are collaborating. 
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