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2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.  
 
Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online. 
Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each 
question or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words. 
 
To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th. 
 

Candidate Name:  Becky Grossman 

Candidate for:  Councilor-at-Large, Ward 7 

 
 

1. What are the major challenges facing Newton? 

Newton’s financial limitations are our biggest challenge. The confluence of Prop 2 1/2, our 
pension liability funding schedule, rising costs, and inflation keep us in a steady-state mode, with 
little room to grow. We face the regional challenge of housing affordability, and the global 
challenge of climate change.  We also face the challenge of maintaining the level of excellence in 
education that each of our students needs and deserves in an increasingly complex world. 
Finally, our limited resources make it impossible to fully maintain or improve public 
infrastructure—our buildings, parks, and roads—while also meeting other pressing needs.  

2. What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?  

A vibrant, welcoming city offers housing options for all, whether renting or buying. It’s easy, 
pleasant, and safe to get around—by car, foot, or bike. Public resources like buildings, parks, and 
roads are well-maintained, and cultural programming is rich and varied. Local businesses, 
especially small ones, thrive alongside inviting gathering spaces. Strong, stable government 
provides a foundation for growth. Excellent schools support diverse learning needs, ensuring 
every student can succeed. Above all, true vibrancy comes from diversity—in race, economic 
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status, background, and opinion—creating a community where everyone feels they belong. 

3. What specific steps should the City Council take to:   

a. make Newton more environmentally sustainable?  

To make Newton more environmentally sustainable, the City should focus on reducing trash and 
expanding composting at home, in schools, and in municipal buildings. Increasing pervious 
surfaces and our tree canopy will improve stormwater management and climate resilience. We 
must reduce dependence on natural gas by transitioning to electric and solar power, while 
promoting passive house construction and energy-efficient retrofits. Expanding walkability and 
bikeability, paired with thoughtful parking policy, will reduce reliance on cars while balancing 
current needs. Finally, public education and investment in greener infrastructure can help 
residents and businesses adopt sustainable practices citywide. 

b. ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton? 

To ensure Newton’s financial sustainability, the City should revise our pension funding schedule to better 
align with growth, while considering options like a pension obligation bond. We must revisit zoning to 
understand why the 2023 VCOD package of reforms aren’t yielding expected investments, and make 
development more viable, reduce barriers, and attract businesses. Recruiting and supporting strong 
financial talent within City management is essential, as is communicating our complex finances 
transparently and accessibly to residents. Finally, exploring more frequent, smaller overrides could build 
broader community support for needed investments and help sustain Newton’s fiscal health over the 
long term. 

c. increase housing affordability in Newton? 

To increase housing affordability, the City Council should revisit zoning to understand why the 2023 
Village Center Overlay District reforms aren’t yielding the investment we hoped for, and adjust policies to 
make development more viable and reduce barriers. Retaining and supporting strong planning talent is 
essential to guide smart growth and implement best practices. We must also expand programs to build 
and administer affordable units, pursue partnerships with nonprofits and developers, and explore 
innovative models—such as we’ve attempted to do with accessory dwelling units—to ensure Newton 
remains accessible to families across income levels. 
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d. support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton? 

We can support existing businesses and attract new business to Newton by increasing housing 
opportunities, reducing barriers to licensing and permitting, and reducing unnecessary expenses like off-
street parking requirements. Offering more types of housing will not only increase businesses’ customer 
base, but also increase the employee base by making it possible for employees to live closer to their 
workplace. Decoupling parking requirements will make it far more affordable to open and maintain 
businesses in Newton. These policy improvements are particularly appropriate for our village centers. 

4. Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know. 

I’m proud to be running for my 5th term on the City Council. I want to see Newton remain and become 
ever more vibrant for the Newtonians of today and the future.  

 


