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2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.

Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online.
Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each
guestion or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words.

To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th.

Candidate Name: | Maria Scibelli Greenberg

Candidate for: Ward 1, Ward Councilor

1. What are the major challenges facing Newton?

1. A sustainable budget which adequately funds our schools and other municipal services.

2. The lack of attainable and affordable housing.

3. Aresilient, adaptive and effective Climate Action Plan to achieve Newton's goal of being
carbon neutral by 2050. All of which has become much more challenging due to negative
changes made at the federal level to combat climate change.

2. What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?

A vibrant village center is a lively, inclusive place where people live, work, shop, and gather. Key
elements include mixed-use residential development that supports multi-generational and
multicultural communities, with housing above shops and services. Accessible public
transportation, safe walking and biking routes, and bike-sharing options encourage sustainable
mobility. Diverse and locally owned businesses foster economic vitality and community identity.
Well-maintained green public spaces with trees and gathering areas support recreation,
community engagement and cultural events. Preserving historic buildings and landmarks
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strengthens the village’s unique character, offering a strong sense of place, pride, and
connection for residents and visitors alike.

3. What specific steps should the City Council take to:

a. make Newton more environmentally sustainable?

The Trump administration reversed many federal regulations and dismantled agencies that had
been at the forefront of combating the climate crisis—making local action more critical than ever.
Fortunately, Newton is a leader in advancing environmental sustainability through initiatives such
as the municipal aggregation program, installing solar panels on city buildings, replacing
gas-powered vehicles with electric ones, and educating residents on incorporating green energy
into their homes. These efforts must not only continue but also expand as we prepare to
implement the soon-to-be updated Climate Action Plan. Key next steps include the successful
rollout of BERDO—eventually extending its reach to smaller buildings—accelerating residential
heat pump installations, expanding the city’s composting program, and developing a strategy to
eliminate gas pipes in our streets by fully electrifying building energy use. In addition, Newton
must create a comprehensive, citywide plan to provide residents with accessible, appealing
alternatives to car travel.

b. ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton?

As we have seen over the past several budget cycles, the city is facing increasing difficulty in
funding our schools and other essential municipal services. Rising costs, coupled with limited
revenue growth, mean we can no longer rely on small adjustments to balance the budget.
Ensuring long-term financial stability will require a thoughtful, multifaceted approach. This
includes encouraging more commercial development—especially projects that combine retail,
office, and residential space—to broaden our tax base and reduce the reliance on residential
property taxes. It also means promoting diverse housing options to meet community needs and
support a healthy local economy.

c. increase housing affordability in Newton?
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The city led initiatives to increase affordability are: Newton Affordable Housing Trust which uses
CPA funds to preserve and create affordable units, Inclusionary Zoning which requires
developers to a portion of the units as affordable (possibly expanding the requirements are under
review by the City Council), and the Fair and Affordable Housing Partnership which fosters the
creation of affordable housing and promotes fair housing practices- all of which | wholly support.
Of course by right, multi-family-housing development near transit as required by the MBTA
Community Law will encourage smaller units which in turn will be more attainable and add more
IZ units.

d. support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton?

We must accelerate commercial development by streamlining permitting, modernizing zoning,
and removing outdated parking and signage rules. Businesses seek speed, predictability, and
affordability. Our long approval processes, high fees, and complex regulations drive them
elsewhere. We need faster permits, inspections, and licenses, along with a top-down review of
fees. Diverse housing is also essential—companies choose cities where talent lives. And people
want to live near where they work. Housing in turn provides a larger and more stable customer
base. Newton must compete with other communities actively attracting employers. Finally, our
reputation matters: being known as slow, costly, and unwelcoming pushes businesses away. To
succeed, we must become faster, friendlier, and more affordable for businesses and workers

4. Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know.

As we witness the erosion of our democracy—marked by deception, corruption, cruelty, and the
dismantling of federal agencies and programs by the President, as well as the scapegoating of
immigrants and the LGBTQ+ community—we must, as Newton leaders, stand firm in our
commitment to a better path. Our local government must be transparent, inclusive, welcoming,
and responsive to the needs of all residents. | pledge to be that kind of leader—one who listens,
acts with integrity, and works tirelessly to ensure Newton remains a place where everyone feels
valued and protected.
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