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2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.
Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online.
Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each

guestion or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words.

To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th.

Candidate Name: | Brittany Hume Charm

Candidate for: City Council, At Large, Ward 5

1. What are the major challenges facing Newton?

Newton faces mounting challenges.

Revenue growth is weak, while costs like health insurance (+11% last year) soar. Pension
contributions will drain tens of millions extra annually through 2032. Federal/state cuts will
worsen the shortfall.

Housing costs squeeze seniors, young adults, and young families, pushing some out of Newton
entirely and threatening diversity and inclusivity.

Civic discourse is declining as fewer residents feel informed about local news, understand or
trust how decisions are made, and react to polarizing misinformation online.

Finally, federal shifts threaten local jobs, cut social services, raise costs, and force choices
between upholding our values and securing essential funding.
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2. What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?

A vibrant city offers inviting public spaces that foster connection and community. Walkable
village centers with shops, restaurants, and gathering spots draw residents and visitors alike.
Well-maintained parks and playgrounds support recreation, health, and intergenerational
interaction. Cultural hubs—Ilibraries, senior centers, theaters—make learning and entertainment
accessible to all. Multiple transportation options ensure safe, convenient travel within and
beyond the city. Together, these “third spaces” build trust, engagement, and a sense of
belonging, making the city feel both welcoming and safe.

3. What specific steps should the City Council take to:

a. make Newton more environmentally sustainable?

City Council can advance sustainability by enacting policies and incentives to support the
updated Climate Action Plan, including improving energy efficiency, transitioning buildings to
renewable energy, and expanding safe, convenient sustainable transportation. It can strengthen
green infrastructure by maintaining and linking our open spaces, planting trees to cool “heat
islands” and sequester carbon, and promoting climate-resilient landscaping on public and private
property. The Council can prompt the City lead by example in small ways, too, such as
implementing waste reduction and composting in municipal facilities and events. These steps
will cut emissions, build climate resilience, and enhance Newton’s health, livability, and
environmental quality.

b. ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton?

To ensure Newton’s financial sustainability, the City must immediately renegotiate the pension
paydown to 2035 or later to ease the 2026—2031 burden. Begin now to educate residents on
rising costs and federal cuts, building support for an override centered on core services.
Coordinate with the mayor, council, school committee, and community leaders to ensure
passage. Long term, grow the tax base through healthy new growth that attracts residents and
businesses. Support efforts to overturn Proposition 2% to give municipalities greater flexibility to
meet funding needs and maintain essential services without recurring fiscal crises.
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c. increase housing affordability in Newton?

Newton’s 2023 VCOD made important progress to enable housing diversity by upzoning village
centers, but the city must go further. The City Council should speed construction of by-right units
(e.g., in VCOD sites) by streamlining, automating, and parallel-processing approvals, and apply
similar reforms to special permitting to avoid years-long delays like Northland and Riverside.
Reducing parking minimums can lower costs, supported by data showing underused lots (e.g.,
Austin St). The city should also encourage exploration of new mechanisms, like community land
trusts, to acquire and rehab “naturally affordable” housing to preserve affordability and prevent
conversion to high-priced new single-family homes.

d. support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton?

Housing and process reforms are key to attracting new, and retaining existing, small businesses
and larger employers in Newton, both in our office spaces as well as village centers. Newton
should encourage mixed-use development and diverse housing, particularly in village centers
and near transit, including conversions of single-story retail and new multifamily projects. We
need to charge the city’s economic development team to streamline permits, licensing, and
registration via a one-stop shop, with concierge-style support and business feedback loops. The
City Council should boost village center vitality by increasing foot traffic through public gathering
spaces, outdoor dining, business promotion (e.g., QR codes), and supportive infrastructure.

4. Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know.

Having lived in several communities, I've seen what makes Newton special and where we can
improve.

The public school system is our city’s greatest asset, yet City Council decisions that hinder growth
have slowly starved it—and other vital city services—of resources. While the cracks in our roads
are visible, the cracks in our schools are hidden but just as real. Constant budget crises have
demoralized parents and eroded trust. My kids have another 15 years in NPS, and for their and
future generations’ sake, as well as public safety and the health of our city, we need to get out of
this budget cycle.

Finally, | have a career of building partnerships across sectors. I’'m committed to doing the same
here, bringing our community together to solve problems.

vibrantnewton.org v/ votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com



https://www.vibrantnewton.org/
http://vibrantnewton.org
mailto:votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com

okers fol.

tant Ne"~1

vibrantnewton.org v votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com


https://www.vibrantnewton.org/
http://vibrantnewton.org
mailto:votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com

	2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

