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2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire.

Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online.

Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each

guestion or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words.

To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th.

Candidate Name: | Martha Bixby

Candidate for: Ward 6 Ward Councilor

1. What are the major challenges facing Newton?

We as a city have many challenges and many opportunities at the moment. In no particular
order, some challenges | have seen in my time working in Newton’s community and now on the
Council include:

A lack of productive communication

Hard to build a city-wide sense of community and shared goals/values/vision
Becoming increasingly expensive and hard to move here or stay here

A debate over and concern for the future of our schools

Understanding our fiscal constraints and figuring out our fiscal future

2. What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city?

In my view, a vibrant, welcoming city has:

A variety of fun, useful, and exciting local business
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Strong schools

Beautiful open spaces that allow for recreation and support the ecosystem

A range of housing options

A sense of place and history

A commitment to welcoming and including newcomers, lifelong residents, and everyone
in between

Arts, culture, and community events

Strong cultural and community institutions and community service and support nonprofits
A responsive, respectful, efficient, and effective government

3. What specific steps should the City Council take to:

a. make Newton more environmentally sustainable?

Support alternate methods of transportation such as walking, biking, public transportation
and allow for housing options near these greener modes of transit

Protect our parks and open spaces - combat invasive species and increase native plants
Reduce carbon emissions and support clean energy sources

Incentivize low-and-zero waste alternatives and composting

b. ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton?

The city needs to begin a multi-part process including:

1.

Increase understanding of and trust in how residents’ tax dollars are spent

a. Understanding where tax dollars are going and what trade-off and decisions are

made

b. Highlighting programs that give us great “bang for our buck”
Finding ways to be even more fiscally responsible
Increasing revenue including through new development, potential responsible future prop
2.5 overrides, attracting commercial that could succeed here, grants and partnerships,
and other opportunities
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c. increase housing affordability in Newton?

Lots of opportunities here, including but not limited to:

Support a variety of housing options and opportunities for multifamily
Remove parking minimums

Facilitate fully affordable projects such as West Newton Armory
Create welcoming environment for projects such as Family Aid

d. support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton?

Communicate

Create a sense of stability and support

Allowing for denser housing options in our village centers will hopefully, slowly over time,
create more customers nearby many of our small business districts

Be forward-thinking and nimble when it comes to attracting larger scale businesses
Recognize that online shopping is a reality of our time, so what structures can we put in
place (or barriers can we remove) that makes it as easy and enjoyable as possible for
people to shop locally?

Work with the Economic Development Commission, Chamber of Commerce, individual
business leaders and owners, other stakeholders to come up with creative ideas that
work for them

4. Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know.
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