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2025 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Thank you for completing the 2025 Voters for a Vibrant Newton candidate questionnaire. 

Responses to this questionnaire will inform our endorsement decisions and may be posted online. 
Please be specific but keep your responses as concise as possible, limiting your answer to each 
question or subquestion to a maximum of 100 words. 

 
To submit your answers, email votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com by August 15th. 

 

Candidate Name:  
  Susan S. Albright 

Candidate for:   City Councilor-at-Large Ward 2 

 

 

1.  What are the major challenges facing Newton? 

• Our city budget is large but Newtonian’s expectations are even larger and our ability to 
communicate the need for more funds, achieved, for example, through an override, is limited. 
Many just don’t want to believe we sometimes need more tax dollars.  

• The high cost of housing limits who can live here. Some think the housing crisis is a myth.  It is not – 
it exists all over the U.S.. Cities like ours across the U.S. have limited the ability to create new 
housing through various restrictions.  If we want our children to live here; if we want a booming 
economic climate, we must lower housing costs by creating more of it. 

 

2.  What are the key elements of a vibrant, welcoming city? 

The city of Newton is a terrific mix of great schools, engaged non-profits, good government, and exciting 
cultural events.  Our neighborhood village shops however are stymied by the lack of people who can walk 
to them. Newtonville has been enlivened by Trio and Austin 28 – providing homes for 200 families in a 
walkable village.  Another 30 or so units is coming through new zoning.  Our villages need a walkable critical 
mass of people who shop, eat, attend events,work, and just plain have fun.  Yes, we need cars to get from 
one village to another but vitality is enlivened by walkable engagement in the village. 

http://vibrantnewton.org/
mailto:votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com
mailto:votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com


vibrantnewton.org ✓  votersforavibrantnewton@gmail.com 

 

 

 

3.  What specific steps should the City Council take to: 

a.  make Newton more environmentally sustainable? 

As Chair of the Public Facilities Committee, I’ve been working with National Grid and Eversource to create a 
sustainable plan to move away from fossil fuel. This is an amazingly complex undertaking but worth planning 
for.  The legislature and the DPU must also work to solve legal obstacles to conversion to electricity and create 
funding mechanisms to make this conversion more affordable. 
In addition, through my own composting I’ve learned how much waste can be diverted to compost rather 
than trash.  We must consider requiring all Newtonians to compost.  This is not only more sustainable but 
would save tax dollars. 
 

b.  ensure a financially sustainable future for Newton? 

One suggestion made above is to require diverting all organic waste to composting. This would lower our 
trash collection budget by reducing the tonnage of trash we burn.  Additionally, for the last three years I’ve 
advocated slowing down annual increase in the pay-off for the pension trust fund.  Even just reducing the 
increase each year from 6.6% to 5% would free up funds annually for school and city budgets.  Once the 
pension obligation is fulfilled, if a reasonable annual obligation were paid for the OPEB trust our budget will 
be more sustainable. 
 

c.  increase housing affordability in Newton? 

The laws of “Supply and Demand” effect price; limiting the housing supply– causes housing prices to rise.  
School enrollment is shrinking as new families can’t afford to move to Newton. Seniors can’t afford to move 
to smaller homes further decreasing supply.  More housing will stabilize prices.  Austin Texas and Seattle 
Washington are cities which prove this.  Newton’s inclusionary zoning requires a percent of new market rate 
housing be affordable at an average of 65% of Area Median Income.  Hopefully, the zoning changes made 
recently will ease housing creation and influence new housing units. 
 

d.  support existing businesses and attract new businesses to Newton? 

Companies tell us that new businesses looks for housing affordability for their workers when deciding where 
to relocate.  The high cost of Newton housing is deterrent to new business settling here.  Creating more 
housing will attract businesses.  For existing and new businesses, I have docketed an item on this topic.  We 
need to review our ordinances and reduce unnecessary requirements and the time it takes to establish new 
business or modify existing ones. 
 

4.  Please add anything you have not included that you would like us to know. 
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As Chair of Public Facilities, I’m planning a more environmentally livable future for our residents.  As a 
member and former Chair of the Zoning and Planning Committee I look for ways to increase the supply of 
housing  in or near our village centers where walkability is key. These two issues will help us achieve carbon 
neutraility by 2050 – the goal of our Climate Plan. Our children and grandchildren are looking to us for 
leadership in this regard. 
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